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Talking Points

HBB System Integration

1. Helping Babies Breathe is a self-contained curriculum with health care and education methodology content that is designed for systematic diffusion and implementation.  The clinical application is to individual babies in need of care at the time of birth – wherever they are born.

2. HBB has been developed to be an integral, and not free-standing, part of comprehensive, system-based maternal and child care.

3. HBB point of entry is often, but not exclusively, will be at the interface of resource limited health system infrastructure with individual births and their multidisciplinary birth attendants, including TBAs.

4. HBB is designed to further system sustainability, capacity building, and quality improvement.

5. HBB is a center of excellence within a spectrum of care.

HBB/NRP Relationship

1. Both HBB and the Neonatal Resuscitation Program (NRP) are based in the International Liaison Committee on Resuscitation (ILCOR) guidelines; however, they are designed for different circumstances.  HBB is not intended to replace NRP in the global setting.

2. HBB is appropriate for resource-limited circumstances.  In situations where resources (human and technical) will support NRP, it should be taught and encouraged.  There will be countries where both programs coexist.  Since they have the same foundation, system integration should not be an issue.

